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August Highlights 

· NOAA Administrator and Senator Begich Visit – AOOS hosted Dr. Jane Lubchenco and Senator Mark Begich at our conference room August 22-23 as they met with stakeholder panels representing commercial fishermen and aviation interests.  This gave us the opportunity to showcase the offices we share with NPRB, Alaska Sea Grant, and the Alaska SeaLife Center.  
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Dr. Lubchenco also visited Homer and Kachemak Bay (where she got to do a CTD cast as part of an AOOS funded project), before traveling to Fairbanks, Barrow & Wainwright.  Her trip was cut short due to responsibilities to Hurricane Irene.
· Industry Data Sharing Agreement Signed – AOOS has been party to recent discussions with Shell Oil regarding access to industry meteorological, oceanographic and environmental data.  An umbrella data sharing agreement was signed by Dr. Lubchenco representing NOAA, and representatives of Shell, Conoco Phillips and Statoil.  Discussions are underway to use the AOOS Data Portal as the key public access point for industry data. 
· EARTH Workshop – From July 29 – Aug 2,formal and informal educators from around the country (including 10 from Alaska) met in Anchorage and traveled to the remote Kasitsna Bay Lab to participate in Alaska’s first EARTH Workshop.  EARTH uses near-real-time data from ocean observatories to design and test outreach with the internet as an interface to scientists, teachers, students, and the public.  The workshop was co-sponsored by the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI), the North Pacific Research Board (NPRB), COSEE Alaska, and AOOS. Darcy Dugan presented on AOOS’ real-time data portal. 
· Bering Straits Access Workshop – Sponsored by the Institute of the North, about 50 people met August 15  to talk about issues, concerns and needs regarding increased shipping access through the Bering Strait and develop possible recommendations to the Coastal Guard and the International Maritime Organization (IMO). 
· Cook Inlet Hydrokinetics Stakeholder Meeting – Dugan attended a 1-day hydrokinetic energy workshop which focused on Cook Inlet.  The meeting was convened by NOAA and the Alaska Energy Authority who have signed a partnership to address hydrokinetic energy research needs in Cook Inlet.  About 50 people attended and learned about the project plans.
· Northern Waters Task Force meeting in Unalaska - McCammon attended the latest NWTF meeting August 24, which focused on commercial fishing and shipping needs.  This gave her the opportunity to meet with city officials, local marine pilots, and the Coast Guard to talk about local ocean observing needs.
· Data Team update – A review of the first year accomplishments by the Axiom data team was conducted on August 30 by a subpanel of the AOOS Data Management Advisory Committee. The review team recommended that the Axiom data team continue providing data services for AOOS. 
· AOOS funding – We are official.  All the award documents are in hand. 
· Summer Newsletter – Our most recent newsletter is now posted on the AOOS homepage.  Check out the special section on Cook Inlet.  
· Condolences to – the family of Trish Opheen, an active AOOS Board participant representing the Army Corps of Engineers until her retirement in June.  Trish passed away unexpectedly 2 weeks ago.  Her warm smile and willingness to listen to everyone will be missed.

Going Forward – Some Key September 2011 Activities
· Sept 7-9	NAS Marine Board meets in Anchorage. McCammon presents.
· Sept 9		ACCAP Steering Committee
· Sept 13-14 	NPRB Advisory Panel
· Sept 13		Ocean Caucus meeting in WA DC, NFRA co-host reception
· Sept 13		ACCAP monthly webinar on NPRB’s Bering Sea Integrated Ecosystem project
· Sept 14-16	Lowell Wakefield Symposium
· Sept 15		EVOS Trustee Council meets on Long Term Monitoring & Herring proposals     
· Sept 19-21	NPRB Board meets in Barrow
· Sept 19-21	NOAA Sea Ice Forecasting Workshop in Anchorage (McCammon)
· Sept 19-23	MTS annual conference in Kona, HI
· Sept. 21	AK Marine Policy Forum, 1 pm
· Sept 23		AOOS Board meets in Anchorage
· Sept 27-29	NOAA/Statoil meet in Silver Spring MD (McCammon) 
· Sept 29		AOOS DMAC Committee, Anchorage		


Molly McCammon, Darcy Dugan and Rob Bochenek


2

image1.jpeg
AOODS

Alaska Ocean Observing System




image2.jpeg




