Acronym and Key Word List 
Agency Acronyms
· ADNR – Alaska Department of Natural Resources
· AGDC - Alaska Geographic Data Committee/Alaska Geospatial Data Clearinghouse 
· AMIS – Alaska Marine Information System  (run by AOOS and NPRB)
· AON – Arctic Observing Network (part of NSF)
· AOOS – Alaska Ocean Observing System
· ARMAP – Arctic Research Mapping Application
· ASGDC - Alaska State Geospatial Data Clearinghouse
· BAID – Barrow Area Information Database
· BARC – Barrow Arctic Research Consortium
· CADIS – Cooperative Arctic Data and Information Service (provides data management for the Arctic Observing Network of NSF)
· GINA – Geographic Information Network of Alaska
· MMS – Minerals Management Service
· NOAA – National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
· NPRB – North Pacific Research Board
· NPS – National Park Service
· NSF – National Science Foundation
· NSIDC – National Snow and Ice Data Center
· NSSI – North Slope Science Initiative
· STORET – “STOrage and RETrieval “ A Data Warehouse and repository for water quality, biological, and physical data and is used by state environmental agencies, EPA and other federal agencies, universities, private citizens, and others.  
· USFWS – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
· USGS – U.S. Geological Survey


Other Acronyms and Key Words
FGDC – Federal Geographic Data Commission.  An interagency committee that promotes the coordinated development, use, sharing, and dissemination of geospatial data on a national basis.

FGDC CSDGM v.2 – Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata Workbook.  US Federal Metadata standard.   According to Executive Order 12096 all Federal agencies are ordered to use this standard to document geospatial data created as of January, 1995

GML – the XML grammar defined by the Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) to express geographical features.  GML serves as a modeling language for geographic systems as well as an open interchange format for geographic transactions on the Internet. 

GNIS - Geographic Names Information System -- a database that contains name and locative information about more than two million physical and cultural features located throughout the US. GNIS was developed by USGS to promote the standardization of feature names. The database is part of a system that includes topographic map names and bibliographic references. 

ISO -- International Standardization Organization is the world's largest developer and publisher of International Standards with members from 162 countries.  ISO standards include those for data management.  For example, mandatory elements for metadata include the dataset title, data set reference language, dataset language, data set topic category, abstract, metadata point of contact, and the metadata date stamp.  

Metadata: “data about data".  This includes documentation of data elements or attributes, (name, size, data type, etc), data about records or data structures (length, fields, columns, etc), and data about data (where it is located, how it is associated, ownership, etc.).

NSDI – National Spatial Data Infrastructure.  A physical, organizational, and virtual network designed to enable the development and sharing of this nation's digital geographic information resources

OGC – Open Geospatial Consortium.  An international voluntary consensus standards organization, originated in 1994. In the OGC, more than 370+ commercial, governmental, nonprofit and research organizations worldwide collaborate in an open consensus process encouraging development and implementation of standards for geospatial content and services, GIS data processing and data sharing

PTS – Project Tracking System

UNIX  - A type of operating system.  An operating system is an interface between hardware and user which is responsible for the management and coordination of activities and the sharing of the resources of the computer that acts as a host for computing applications run on the machine.

US Geospatial One-Stop – A geoportal that provides public access to geospatial information as part of a United States e-government initiative. Users can find data or map services, make a map, browse community information, cooperate on data acquisitions, or publish their own data and map services.  

XML – eXtensible Markup Language is a set of rules for encoding documents electronically.  It is a markup language much, designed to transport and store data, with focus on what data is (Conversely, HTML was designed to display data with focus on how the data looks).  XML is everywhere. It is the most common tool for data transmissions between all sorts of applications, and is becoming more and more popular in the area of storing and describing information.  Here is an example of what the code can look like:

<?xml version="1.0"?>

<contact-info>
<name>Jane Smith</name>
<company>AT&amp;T</company>
<phone>(212) 555-4567</phone>
</contact-info
