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July Highlights 

· 2011 Coastal Zone Conference – More than 1,200 participants attended the week-long session in Chicago (July 17-21) on our nation’s freshwater/inland seas). Darcy Dugan presented on behalf of AOOS during a panel highlighting ocean observing system data tools for coastal managers.  Molly McCammon participated in a discussion forum on the use of traditional and community knowledge in Arctic decision-making.  
· AK Marine Policy Forum – This month’s session (July 27), co-sponsored by AOOS and Alaska Sea Grant, featured presentations from the federal and state perspective on: “Life after the coastal management program in Alaska.”  We maxed out our 64-line conference line, turning away more than 20 other interested Alaskans.  Participants had lots of questions and comments. Summary notes will follow and be posted on the AOOS and Sea Grant websites.  A follow-up to this discussion will be held during our November call.
· Central Arctic Ocean Workshop – Lawson Brigham and Mike Sfraga at UAF sponsored a small conference in Fairbanks July 25-27, with experts from the marine law, shipping, management, security, and science sectors and representing the U.S., Canada, Japan, Russia, Norway, and Australia, to discuss future issues concerning the high seas of the Central Arctic Ocean.  These include future uses, potential impacts and concerns, etc.  All the groups developed a list of key issues and potential findings that will be combined into a summary document.
· Data Team update – The data team has been focused on developing a series of new data management capabilities and tools.  The Ocean Workspace will be released in October and provides web based tools for investigators to manage and share project level data sets in addition to author metadata.  Staff are also working to develop a data integration/emergency response tool for Cook Inlet which will integrate models, real time sensors and GIS layers onto a single interface.  
· AOOS funding – Our award seems to be moving through the internal NOAA system.  We hope to have funds in hand by mid-August.
· Welcome to – Robin Dublin, new COSEE Alaska Director.  Robin returns to Alaska following a 5-year stint outside the state.  Her office is located on the second floor in our building.


Going Forward – Some Key August 2011 Activities
· July 28-Aug 2	EARTH Workshop, Kasitsna Bay Lab
· Aug 15-17	National Environmental Monitoring Conference, Bellevue WA
· Aug 15-17	NPRB Science Panel
· Aug 15-18	Institute of the North Week of the Arctic (www.institutenorth.org) including:
Aug 15: Bering Straits Access Workshop 
Aug 16: Regulating Offshore Hydrocarbon Activity in Canada and U.S.: Room for Convergence?
Aug 17: Exceptional Research at American’s Arctic University
Aug 18: Arctic Council Search and Rescue Agreement 
· Aug 22		NOAA Administrator Dr. Jane Lubchenco visits Alaska this week
· Aug 24		NOAA’s Cook Inlet Hydrokinetics stakeholder meeting – Anchorage (Dugan)
· Aug 24-26	Northern Waters Task Force: Unalaska, focus on fishing & shipping


Molly McCammon, Darcy Dugan and Rob Bochenek
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