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June Highlights 

· NOC Listening Sessions – Two listening sessions on the proposed National Ocean Policy were held in Barrow June 9th and Anchorage June 10th.  AOOS submitted comments following the Anchorage meeting, emphasizing the need for data integration and synthesis and development of information products
· Data Management Advisory Committee – The AOOS DMAC Committee met June 15th in Anchorage.  They reviewed the data team’s recent progress and provided feedback on new products. 
· Monica Medina visit to Alaska – On June 11th, Monica Medina, Principal Deputy Undersecretary for NOAA, visited Anchorage AOOS hosted an event to discuss the current status of ocean observing initiatives in Alaska. About 30 people joined the conversation including AOOS staff, Board members, and stakeholders.
· NFRA 10-year build-out templates – McCammon has been working with the other ocean observing systems around the country to develop consistent templates for displaying proposed 10-year build-out plan for the regional systems. AOOS will build upon its recent 5-year proposal, as well as the three thematic workshops held last summer, as the starting point for our plan.  
· AOOS Receives NOAA HPCC grant – AOOS was just notified it is receiving a $98k grant from NOAA through the High Performance Computing program.  The data team will work with Bering Sea modelers (through the BSIERP project) at NOAA’s PMEL to develop and make publicly accessible visualizations of the models.
· AOOS overall funding – Still no final word, although we have been told informally we are getting $1,775,000, a $25k reduction from last year.  As they say, “A deal is not a deal until you’re eating danish on the set!”
· AOOS Home Page Redesign – If you checked the AOOS home page recently, you may have noticed a new look and feel.  We will be continuing to expand the site with regional and theme pages soon, as well as functional upgrades to the data portal. 
· Welcome to – Baby Lyle, son of Brian Stone and his wife Carolyn.  Brian is a key member of the AOOS data team, and has been integral in developing the AOOS web interface.
· Goodbye to – Luc Mehl, data analyst for the AOOS data team.  Luc is leaving to teach at Alaska Pacific University.  Thank you Luc for your great work, and good luck with your new endeavors.


Going Forward – Some Key July 2011 Activities
· July 7		NSSI Oversight Group
· July 15		AOOS-hosted Cook Inlet Working Group telecon at 11 am
· July 18-21	Coastal Zone 2011 Conference, Chicago
· July 20-21	CIFAR review, Fairbanks
· July 20		AK Marine Policy Forum, 1 pm
· July 25-27	Central Arctic Ocean Workshop, UAF
· July 26-27	High Latitude Arctic Proving Ground, NWS, Juneau
· July 28-Aug 2	EARTH Workshop, Kasitsna Bay Lab

Vacations: This was a short month with Darcy off backpacking in the Talkeetnas for 2 weeks and Molly at whitewater rafting guide school in California.  Now a long weekend….We’ll be back in full force on July 5.

Molly McCammon, Darcy Dugan and Rob Bochenek
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