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May 2011 Update 

May Highlights 

· Wave buoy deployed – On May 9th, AOOS and partners (including the Kachemak Bay Research Reserve, the US Coast Guard, the National Park Service, and the US Army Corps CDIP program) launched a new Wave Rider buoy in Cook Inlet off Anchor Point. The buoy transmits real-time information about wave height, direction, and sea surface temperature, which can be accessed through the AOOS real-time sensor map, the Army Corps CDIP program, and NOAA’s National Data Buoy Center.  This collaborative effort will help meet the needs of many users including commercial and recreational fishermen, shipping, resource managers, and the oil and gas industry and oil spill responders.  Read more about the effort at www.aoos.org. 
· UAA Climate Workshop – AOOS participated in the UAA/Chugach National Forest Classrooms for Climate Symposium May 5-7th. Data team lead Rob Bochenek gave a presentation on AOOS’ approach to integrating data, and program manager Darcy Dugan gave an overview of AOOS’ data products and resources.
· ADF&G/AOOS Project – AOOS staff met with AK Dept. of Fish & Game staff in Juneau on May 26th to scope out the details of a funded partnership.  The goal is to increase access for AOOS users to fishery and biological sampling data held by ADF&G, and to provide ADF&G with oceanographic information developed by other agencies. We are looking at Bristol Bay as a pilot region for this effort. 
· Data Management – The AOOS data team has been working hard in preparation for the release of a series of new data management systems and interfaces.  The team will be releasing a platform in early July that will allow users to integrate and access models, remote sensing, sensor streams and GIS data layers simultaneously.  The data team has also been hard at work implementing a data management solution for project level data which will enable PIs to centralize, document, share and integrate their project level data resources.  This project level data system, codenamed “AOOS Ocean Workspace” is scheduled for beta release in early September.  

· Cook Inlet ERMA –AOOS is collaborating with the Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council and NOAA to develop an oil spill response tool for Cook Inlet.  The goal is to develop and demonstrate a next-generation oil spill response application that combines multiple components: ERMA GIS data, AOOS real time observations and model forecasts (winds, waves and circulation), and a ShoreZone imagery and data viewer.  The demonstration project is focusing on Cook Inlet because many of the needed datasets are mature and the area is relatively small and tractable; however, the application will be scalable to other areas in Alaska and across the nation.   

· Polar Research Board - Board member McCammon met in Washington DC to discuss current and future needs for Arctic and Antarctic research needs and issues.

· NFRA board – Rob Bochenek presented highlights of new AOOS data visualization tools during a data products webinar for the board of the National Federation of Regional Associations for Coastal and Ocean Observing (NFRA), which McCammon chairs.

· Welcome – to Dr. Cynthia Suchman, who started June 1 as the new North Pacific Research Board executive director, and joins the AOOS board. See www.nprb.org for more information. 
· Bike to Work Day - On May 20th, AOOS staff joined their officemates in the annual Muni Bike to Work Day, supporting sustainable transportation and health in Anchorage.  Team photo below.
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Going Forward – Some Key June 2011 Activities

· June 2

Meeting with NOAA and Shell on proposed data sharing

· June 6

AOOS Executive Committee (ED evaluation)

· June 6-8
Capital Hill Ocean Week (CHOW), Washington DC

· June 9

National Ocean Council Listening Session, Barrow

· June 10

National Ocean Council Listening Session, Anchorage

· June 11

Copper River Nouveau, Cordova

· June 13-14
Monica Medina (NOAA Deputy Undersecretary) in Anchorage

· June 15
AOOS Data Management Advisory Committee meets, Anchorage

· June 19-21
Arctic Imperatives conference, Girdwood

· June 20-21
4th Ice Diminished Arctic, Annapolis

· June 21-22
CMSP national conference and public session, Washington DC

· June 26-29
Solutions to Coastal Disasters conference, Anchorage


Molly McCammon, Darcy Dugan and Rob Bochenek
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