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November Highlights 

· New sensor map released to public – On Nov 21st, AOOS released a new version of the AOOS real-time
sensor map. The AOOS data management team has been hard at work over the last few months, redesigning the system and interface to better meet user needs with new capabilities including the ability to see the latest observations from multiple sensors housed on a single station at the same time.  Check it out and let us know what you think.
· NFRA Annual Meeting – McCammon attended the NFRA (National Federation of Regional Associations for Coastal and Ocean Observing – yes, we know we need a new name!) in Portland, Maine on November 15.  She stepped down as chair, but will remain on the NFRA Executive Committee.  Julie Thomas from the Southern California system was elected the new chair.  The NFRA board talked about draft certification criteria for the regional associations, and proposals for a national High Frequency Radar and Sensor Technology Transfer programs.
· IOOS Regional Workshop – The RAs and IOOS staff met Nov 16-17 in Portland to develop a national synthesis of all the regional 10 year build out plans (you can see AOOS draft on our website).  The synthesis highlighted the commonality of all the regions in providing a suite of services and products for stakeholders in marine operations, coastal hazards, ecosystem health and water quality. AOOS was represented by McCammon, Darcy Dugan and consultant Carl Schoch.
· EVOS LTM PI meeting -  About 30 PIs and agency support staff attended the first long Term Monitoring Program PI meeting at the AOOS conference room Nov 7-8.   Although the project doesn’t officially start until February 1, PIs were able to start planning better integration of field sampling and discuss ways to collaborate with the long term herring research and monitoring program and the NPRB Gulf of Alaska Integrated Research Program.
· Subsistence Use Mapping Conference -- Dugan attended a subsistence mapping workshop in Kotzebue Nov 2-4th, sponsored by the Northwest Arctic Borough.  Over the next several years, the Borough will be working with its communities to identify existing subsistence studies and document important subsistence areas to help with future planning. Dugan gave a presentation on AOOS data resources and the upcoming Collaborative Ocean Planning project described below.
· NPS Southwest Parks Conference -  McCammon presented on the AOOS data tools at a marine-focused session on November 4th.
· Polar Research Board -  McCammon attended the PRB’s winter meeting Nov 30-Dec 1. One of the sessions focused on recent assessment related to the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas and possible PRB roles in this.
· Collaborative Ocean Planning – AOOS has received a NOAA grant for a project to develop data integration and visualization tools that could be used for future decision-making.  The 1.5 year project focusing on the northern Bering and Chukchi Seas involves a number of partners and collaborators and will kick off in January.  Keep an eye out for updates and ways to participate.
· AOOS Administrative - We’ve been working hard on semi-annual grant reports and getting out the door all the subawards for AOOS projects. We’ve also been scoping out  a work plan for the AOOS-Alaska Department of Fish and Game collaboration – a new effort to make available to agency fisheries managers more oceanographic and atmospheric data, and in turn, make more accessible Alaska fisheries data.  
· Budget news – The good news is that NOAA’s budget for this fiscal year has been approved by Congress, with the Senate high numbers for the IOOS program.  The bad news is that NOAA still has to take some budget reductions, and we don’t know where those will occur.  At least we should know our budget for FY 12 by February or March, instead of August (which happened for FY 11!). 
· Farewell to AOOS Board member Nancy Bird with the Prince William Sound Science Center and Oil Spill Recovery Institute.  She recently retired from those positions and is replaced by new director Katrina Hoffman. Welcome to the board Katrina.
· Welcome – to Dr. Rosa Meehan, who will be starting a year-long detail to AOOS from the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  Dr. Meehan will be focusing her efforts on strengthening the biological components of the AOOS program.

Going Forward – Some Key December 2011/January 2012 Activities
· Dec 2 		Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council (McCammon and Bochenek)
· Dec 6		ACCAP webinar: BIOMAP citizen science
· Dec 8		Gulf Freshwater Run-off webinar & discussion (info on AOOS website)
· Dec 15-16	Northern Waters Task Force (McCammon) 
· Jan 4-5		ORAP in Washington DC (McCammon)
· Jan 16-19	AK Marine Science Symposium

Molly McCammon, Darcy Dugan and Rob Bochenek
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