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September Highlights 

· New AOOS Officers – Congratulations to Marine Exchange of Alaska Executive Director Ed Page, the new chair of the AOOS Board.  Ed was elected at the September 23 AOOS Board meeting.  Other officers elected include Ed Fogels, Deputy Commissioner of the Alaska Department of Natural Resources as vice-chair; Amy Holman, NOAA Alaska Regional Coordinator, Treasurer; and Glenn Sheehan, Barrow Arctic Science Consortium, Secretary.  The four officers and an ex-officio representative of the Alaska SeaLife Center, the AOOS fiscal agent, make up the AOOS Executive Committee. 
· Ocean Caucus – A bipartisan group of U.S. Senators recently formed a new Senate Oceans Caucus to increase awareness and find common ground in responding to issues facing the nation’s oceans and coasts.  Senator Lisa Murkowski will serve as co-chair, and Senator Mark Begich as honorary co-chair. 
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Senator Murkowski (center) at the Ocean Caucus reception with Luke Johnson (NOIA), Sen. Whitehouse, Bob Gagosian (Ocean Leadership), and Mike Dunmyer (Ocean Champions).
	
· EVOS projects – Two five-year monitoring projects approved September 15 by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council include AOOS participation.  McCammon will serve as the Long Term Monitoring Program‘s management lead. AOOS also will provide data management services for the LTM project, as well as the Herring Research and Monitoring Program, in collaboration with the National Center for Ecological Analysis and Synthesis. Both projects are anticipated to be 20 years in length, but developed and funded in five-year increments. 
· 10-year build out – During its September meeting, the AOOS Board conceptually approved a draft 10-year AOOS build out plan as part of a development plan for all the regional ocean observing systems nationwide.  The draft plan can be found on the AOOS website: www.aoos.org, and will be further refined with stakeholder and scientist input in the next six months. 
· NOAA Sea Ice Workshop – About 50 people met September 19-21 to develop recommendations for improved sea ice forecasting at both the weather and seasonal scales. A primary recommendation was to couple sea ice forecasting with weather and ocean condition forecasting.
· Alaska Regional Climate Assessment – McCammon is participating in the writing team for the Alaska regional climate assessment, which is part of the National Climate Assessment currently underway. 


Going Forward – Some Key October 2011 Activities
· Oct 10		Northern waters Task Force meeting in Bethel
· Oct 11		NWTF meeting in Anchorage
· Oct 13		Cook Inlet Risk Assessment Advisory Panel in Anchorage
· Oct 14-23	PICES annual meeting, Russia
· Oct 17-18	Alaska Sea Grant Program Advisory Committee
· Oct 18-21 	 Alaska Invasive Species Conference at the Millenium Hotel in Anchorage
· Oct 25-26	ShoreZone meeting  in Anchorage
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