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Alaska Marine Policy Forum 
Summary of Wednesday, January 26, 2011 call
Host: Molly McCammon mccammon@aoos.org 

Alaska Marine Policy Forum: A bimonthly teleconference for Alaskans to network and share information about marine policy, budgets, and legislation at state, national, and international levels, sponsored by Alaska Sea Grant and the Alaska Ocean Observing System. 

NOTES FROM THE JAN 26 CALL

Schawna Thoma, Anchorage Office of Senator Mark Begich

Senator Begich has re-introduced his 3 Arctic bills addressing oil development and oil spills (see attached).  He also has introduced legislation prohibiting the development of “Frankenfish” – genetically altered salmon.

Schawna reminds constituents that they can meet with the Senator’s staff in Alaska, as well as talk with the Senator or his staff in Washington DC via videoconference from Alaska.  Contact Schawna if you’re interested: schawna_thoma@begich.senate.gov.  

Alaska Representative Bob Herron (Bethel), Northern Waters Task Force

The Northern Waters Task Force was created by HCR 22 (Legis Resolve 54: 2010-08-03) to assess and facilitate the creation of a joint state and federal entity to coordinate United States and Alaska interests that result from the opening of Arctic waters. Rep. Bob Herron, a task force member, described the task force meetings thus far in Anchorage and Barrow, and said there are four additional meetings planned in Nome, Kotzebue, Unalaska and Bethel. For more information, see http://housemajority.org/item.php?id=item20100823-794 

Arne Fuglvog, Washington DC Office of Senator Lisa Murkowski

Arne spoke at length, giving an update on issues in DC and urging Alaskans to be involved.  Sen. Murkowski was awaiting appropriations subcommittee assignments and her election as ranking minority member of the Senate Energy Committee (which she subsequently received).    Arne had grim words about the federal budget – and talked about the impacts of fewer or no earmarks and reduced agency funding.  He speculated that the House would pass a spending bill with significant across the board cuts; the Senate will cut much less.  He predicted Congress will end up with a Continuing Resolution for some amount between those two for the remainder of the year.  He also expressed concern about the NOAA budget since it has received a significant increase in past years to address the operational weather satellites, which made it a likely target for major reductions. He also referenced the recently released Oil Spill Commission Report and thought there might be some legislation from that.  The highway bill (including waterfront development and marine transportation measures) and energy legislation are priorities for this year, with big cap and trade climate legislation off the table. 

Arne referenced the administration’s priority for the new National Ocean Policy and Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning, and said the senator believes it would be difficult to justify spending on those items while at the same time cutting funding for basic agency science such as fishery stock assessments and ship surveys. Arne said the administration is still unclear about the role of the states in this new ocean governance structure, and emphasized that the state of Alaska – and Alaskans – need to be full and equal partners.  There are also questions about how this new structure fits with existing laws, how stakeholders interface in the process, and how the fishery management council participates.
Denny Lassuy, USFWS, mentioned the tunicate invasive in Sitka and said ADF&G now has divers in the water to determine the extent of the invasion.  Gary Freitag with Sea Grant’s Marine Advisory Program in Ketchikan is following this issue closely.

Bob Pawlowski, Denali Commission, noted that the state’s Coastal Management Program sunsets in July 2011, but Governor Parnell has introduced legislation (HB 106) to keep it intact with no changes until 2017. It can be found at http://www.legis.state.ak.us/PDF/27/Bills/HB0106A.PDF
 

Capt Uchytil from Juneau Coast Guard also mentioned the new National Ocean Policy and that he had been approached by the White House to help put a strategy together for the priority objective (one of nine priority objectives listed in the policy) addressing the Arctic.

Molly McCammon, AOOS, said the recent Alaska Marine Science Symposium was a huge success, with more than 1100 attendees.  Some of the talks are available by podcast at www.alaskamarinescience.org. McCammon noted that one of the speakers at the Communicating Ocean Sciences Workshop was from the COMPASS program (Communication Partnership for Science and the Sea, www.compassonline.org/) and gave a great talk on how scientists can communicate more effectively. A forum participant later sent along the attached document regarding scientific speaking points that can also be found at: http://www.tos.org/resources/publications/sci_speaking.html
John Farrell, US Arctic Research Commission, noted the Coast Guard is soliciting input on proposed traffic routing measures in the Bering Strait (see attachment or go to

http://www.uscg.mil/d17/D17%20Divisions/dpw/dpw.asp
Next meetings
Tentative dates for next two calls:  Wednesday, March 23, 1 pm Alaska time and Wednesday, May 25, 1 pm Alaska time.

Upcoming events

February 7-11
Alaska Forum on the Environment, Anchorage

Feb 24-25

Institute of the North’s 2011 Arctic Policy Forum: Canada-U.S. collaboration:




Arctic Marine Shipping and the Environment

March 2-4

Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning Workshop, UAA

March 15-16

AK Weather Symposium, Fairbanks

March 29-31

NSSI-sponsored workshop in Barrow
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