[image: image1.jpg]Alaska Ocean Observing System










 


       October 2013 Update

ADMINISTRATIVE

AOOS Board meets in December – The AOOS fall board meeting will be December 10, 1-5 pm, focusing on administrative issues including officer elections and the fiscal services contract with the Alaska SeaLife Center. 

NATIONAL IOOS

Government shutdown – Welcome back to our federal colleagues.  We missed you.
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AK Harbormasters – Darcy Dugan gave a presentation and demonstration of AOOS data tools at the annual Association of Alaska Harbormasters and Port Administrators held in Valdez Oct 22-24.

AK Shellfish Growers – Ellen Tyler gave a presentation on ocean acidification research and monitoring throughout AK to the Alaska Shellfish Growers Association in Ketchikan on October 24.  

United Fishermen of Alaska – Molly McCammon gave a presentation on AOOS activities, with a focus on ocean acidification and data products, to the UFA board in Sitka on October 25.
PICES – Ellen attended the North Pacific Marine Science Organization (PICES) annual meeting in Nanaimo, B.C. October 11-17 where she delivered a presentation on behalf of AOOS Data Management Committee Chair Phil Mundy on his Chinook Salmon Run Timing Forecast, participated in MONITOR work group meetings, and attended a day-long workshop on modeling.
Gulf Program Listening Session – Molly helped organize an Alaska-specific listening session for those interested in hearing more about the National Academy of Science’s Gulf Program and providing suggestions on how that program could benefit Alaska. Go to the website www.nas.edu/gulfprogram‎ for more information.
Alaska Sea Grant Advisory Committee – Molly participated in 2 days of meetings October 17-18.
PRESENTATIONS

DFO - Molly, Ellen, Darcy and Rob Bochenek met by webinar with staff from the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) on Oct 3 to share respective data integration portals and talk about data sharing.  DFO is part of the Beaufort Sea Partnership (BSP), which is developing a bottom up approach to informed management and planning in the Canadian Beaufort.  AOOS and the BSP are selecting some initial datasets that could be displayed in both portals.

ADEC – Darcy met with Kristin Ryan and Dale Gardner of the Spill Response division to demonstrate the Cook Inlet Response tool and other AOOS tools on October 4 in Anchorage.  

ADOT – Darcy met with ADOT staff to give a live demo of AOOS web tools on October 15.
ISER – Rob and Darcy met October 25 with staff from the Institute for Social and Economic Research at UAA to talk about AOOS data management/display and demonstrate the AOOS Research Workspace.

DNR land managers – Darcy gave an overview of AOOS, the real-time sensor map, and Arctic Portal to 60 managers from Alaska Department of Natural Resources’ Division of Land, Mining, and Water on Oct 29 during their 2-day staff retreat in Birchwood.

PROPOSALS/FUNDING
EVOS Trustee Council funding - The Trustee Council met October 28 and approved Year 3 funding for the Gulf Watch Alaska long term monitoring program and the Herring Research and Monitoring Program.  The GWA PIs meet November 12-14 at the AOOS/NPRB conference room.

AOOS partnered on 4 Letters of Intent submissions this month, all in response to NOAA’s FFO for Marine Sensor Technology Transfer and Ocean Acidification:

· Ocean acidification regional activities, with NANOOS, SCCOOS, and CeNCOOS;

· Real time sea ice forecast buoy, with Tom Weingartner at UAF;

· Marine mammal acoustic recorder buoy, with Mark Baumgartner at WHOI and NERACOOS; and

· Ocean roving carbon acidification sensor, with UW and NANOOS.
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UPDATES  
Western AK Wave Buoy – A seasonal buoy streaming real-time sea-state conditions 30 miles west of King Island was recovered on November 1by the R/V Norseman (No. 1), thanks to ship time donated by Olgoonik Fairweather. Unusually strong storms prevented the ship that deployed it, or any of the four subsequent vessels passing through the Bering Strait, to safely recover the buoy on a “Vessel of Opportunity” status.  Huge thanks to everyone involved in this effort. Aaron, Andrea and Ken the engineer are pictured to the right with the buoy aboard the Norseman. 
Cook Inlet Buoy – With a backup retrieval plan now in place (a vessel and captain that have agreed to be “on call” this winter if needed), AOOS has decided to leave its wave buoy off Anchor Point in the water all winter.  Fingers crossed that “Bandit” will continue to like its new location and not decide to go “walk about” this winter!

Data Management  - As the open water field season drawls to a close, intern Jordan Jenckes is updating the planned vessel tracks and deployments on the Research Assets Map to reflect actual sampling that occurred.  Check out the new Gulf of Alaska portal (http://data.aoos.org/maps/search/gulf-of-alaska.php) that has been developed as a product of the Gulf Watch Alaska program, as well as the GWA website:  www.gulfwatchalaska.org.   The AOOS data management team is continuing to make progress on the next generation HTML 5 data portal which will be released around the beginning of the New Year. 

Community Based Monitoring (CBM): Observing Alaska’s Coasts and Oceans – 15 leaders from organizations, agencies and practitioners interested in best practices for CBM in Alaska met on this month to begin a planning process for a two-day workshop to be held at the Hotel Captain Cook April 1-2, 2014.  The committee broke into working groups and met again on October 23 to report progress and address specific issues. The full group will continue to meet every other Thursday beginning November 19.  If you would like to be involved, please contact Ellen. 
OTHER MEETINGS & VISITORS

Chris Yetsko, ConocoPhillips; Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council’s Environmental Monitoring Committee; Ricky Gease, Kenai River Sportfishing Association; and Andy Baker, Your Clean Energy. 

Going Forward – Some Key November 2013 Activities 
Nov 4-5       Coast Guard, Marine Exchange, NOAA Auke Bay Lab, ADFG, Juneau (Ellen, Darcy & Will Koeppen)

Nov 4           Southeast Alaska Watershed Symposium, Juneau (Ellen, Will)

Nov 6           CERF conference, IGNITE presentation, San Diego (McCammon), 

Nov 7-8       IOOS regional meeting, Scripps, San Diego (McCammon)

Nov 12-14   Gulf Watch Alaska PI meeting, Anchorage (McCammon)

Nov 12         Presentation/demo on AOOS tools to R&M Consulting, Anchorage (Dugan)

Nov 14         Presentation/demo on AOOS tools to USFWS, in Anchorage and via webinar (Dugan)

Nov 21-22   NAS Gulf Program advisory group, Austin Texas (McCammon)

Nov 28         Thanksgiving          
Molly McCammon, Darcy Dugan, Ellen Tyler and Rob Bochenek
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